
1 

Oregon Good Sam Club Newsletter 

November 2016, Issue 10 

 

November 2016 

Where to find it…….. 

Letter from Ann Springer  Page 2 

Response to Ann’s Letter  Page 3 

New Focuses for Chapters  Page 3 

Memorial Scroll,    Page 4 

New Chapters    Page 5 

Camping Partnerships   Page 5 

Letter from the Sanders  Page 6 

Dates to Remember   Page 6 

Thanks for Fall Gathering Crew Page 7 

Highlights from Fall Gathering Page 8  

Karen’s Chat    Page 9 

Finding our Verterans   Page 10 

Classified Ads and Personals  Page 10 

Free Southern California Rally Page 10 

List of Good Sam Parks in Oregon Page 11 

Chapter of the Year   Page12,13 

Drifter Subscription Form  Page 14 

“For each new morning with its light, 

For rest and shelter of the night, 

For health and food, for love and 

friends, 

For everything Thy goodness sends. 

For flowers that bloom about our feet, 

For tender grass, so fresh, so sweet, 

For song of bird and hum of bee, 

For all things fair we hear or see, 

Father in heaven, we thank Thee!” 

                    - Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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A letter from Ann Springer….. 

Dear Karen and all Good Sam Members: 

This is, without a doubt, one of the hardest letters I have written.  Probably, it has been ‘unfair’ of 

me to not share these Oregon Good Sam times with others over the years.  I knew how much I 

would miss all and kept thinking ‘one more year’.  How fast those years have gone by—and I hope 

the next Secretary will enjoy it as much as I have.  Not experiencing personal health problems 

over the years really spoiled me and I was not prepared for what has hit me and forcing me to 

give up many of my activities. 

So, here is a little history—There’s lots more, just as in every organization.  And, always remem-

ber, the more you put into an activity, the more you receive back and enjoy. 

 Little did I realize how involved we would become with Oregon Good Sam when Orville and 

 I went on our first RV camping trip with the Ziglers and Ramblin’ Sams in the early 1970s 

 and, of course, loved every minute of it.  With both John and Ethelyn involved at the State 

 Staff level, it was very easy to become involved, also. 

 Florence Wilson was our State Secretary in 1976 and everything was handwritten!  I volun

 teered to type her minutes, which led to all of her typing as well as pages and pages for 

 other State Directors continuously over the years and known as State Typist until 1994 

 when I was named State Secretary. 

 Another 1976 happening, and at Odell Hood River County Fairground was the FIRST Sambo

 ree Saturday program written, produced and directed by Florence Wilson.  This ‘home 

 grown Samboree program tradition’ has continued for all of the years since—with me typ

 ing the Samboree Shows and ‘pushing’ actors onto the stage every year except for 1977. 

These years have been a very rewarding part of my life.  All of the good times and friendships will 

never be forgotten.  And, with that, I must say ‘it is necessary for me to retire as Oregon Good 

Sam State Secretary.  I hope our paths will continue to cross—you are my SECOND FAMILY!  And 

will never be forgotten.’ 

Ann Springer 

21100 NE Sandy #54, Fairview, OR 97024-9766,  503-665-9216  orvnann@copper.net 
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Our Response….. 
I read Ann’s letter to all who attended our Oregon Good Sam Club business meeting, also known as the Fall Gath-
ering.   Her letter was received with sadness but everyone understood why.  When I read it I found myself all 
choked up; the realization of what it said really hit me.  I know Ann is still with us.  I am so grateful!  But I will miss 
her presence when we gather together.  I will miss the lo-o-ong talks on the phone in the wee hours of the morn-
ing as we prepared for each GS meeting and activity.   

I am requesting that we cover her over with cards, stories, pictures, songs, phone calls and anything else that 
would make her smile.  We are her second family so we must never take that for granted.   

By the time you read this Drifter, the October 29th party for Ann might be over.  Hopefully you received notifica-
tion about it in time for you to attend.  Our people were leaving for the southland and we wanted to do it before 
they all left.  There wasn’t a lot of notice, just a week.  We asked your Chapter Presidents to let you know in time. 

One of Ann’s favorite charities is Dogs for the Deaf.  Our OGS board voted to purchase a bronze plague for the 
Vista Overlook at Dogs for the Deaf headquarters in honor of Ann.  In the near future all people who take a tour of 
DFD headquarters will see Ann Springer’s name and know how special she is to us.     

Chapters can focus on a special hobby, a sport, a game or another activity   

Here are the Butterfly Quilters from the McKenzie River Drifters.  While the ladies quilt the guys go fishing. 

Some chapters concentrate on playing Hand and Foot. 

I know of another chapter whose members carry Elks cards in their hind pocket. 

Some chapters focus on taking longer trips once or twice a summer. 

     How about a cooking 

chapter who plan dinner 

parties in and out of their 

RVs. 

     Or a chapter with a 

special charity as their 

focus. 

     Motorcycle owners 

could make a great Good 

Sam Chapter. 

     Think outside of the 

box.  Be creative. 
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Memorial Scroll  

There are no Chapter Anniversaries in November. 

NOVEMBER CHAPTER ANNIVERSARIES 

NAME  Jim Guetschow 

SPOUSE Barb 

CHAPTER Clackamas Campers 

DATE BORN July 31, 1947 

DATE DIED September 18, 2016 

 

NAME  Merland Phelps 

SPOUSE    Joyce 

CHAPTER  Good Sam Klamath Kampers 

DATE BORN August 19, 1930 

DATE DIED October 9, 2016 

 

NAME  Jim Middleton 

SPOUSE Guila 

CHAPTER Roseburg Sams 

DATE BORN April 13, 1936 

DATE DIED October 16, 2016 

 

NAME  Vic Purpuree 

SPOUSE Mary 

CHAPTER SO Crimson Circle 

DATE BORN December 13, 1926 

DATE DIED September 13, 2016 

 

NAME  Frank “Dick” Kizer 

SPOUSE Charlene 

CHAPTER Ready Roamers 

DATE BORN December 31, 1933 

DATE DIED October 21, 2016 

Merland and Joyce Phelps were OGS Assistant 
Directors from 1994-2001 and Merland was 
the State Photographer for 6 or 7 years prior 
to that time.  . 

Note from Guila Middleton, Roseburg Sams 

“Jim died on Sunday morning, October 16, 

2016, while sitting at the kitchen table.  He is 

no longer suffering.  Jim really loved his 

Good Sam friends.  He was a very competi-

tive player of Washers.  His cars were also a 

very special part of his life.  We will have a 

memorial service in a few weeks in Califor-

nia.  Thank you for all your thoughts and 

love.”   

 

NAME  Harry Niesen 

SPOUSE Marilyn 

CHAPTER Polk About Sams 

DATE BORN July 27, 1920 

DATE DIED October 5, 2016 

Harry Niesen was a Charter member of Polk 

About Sam when it was formed in  1991. 
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NEW CHAPTER MEMBERS 

Spruce Runners - 1 

  Gene and Linda Nedrow 

Roseburg Sams - 4 

 Richard/Faye Torres/Carter 

 Todd & Peggy Lund 

 Jim & Linda Blasi 

 Gary & Kathy Greenwell 

Rogue River Roosters—1 

 Paul and Linda Lonnquist 

Polk About Sams—1 

 Jeff & Ruby Edelmaier 

“He is a wise man who does not grieve for the 

things which he has not, but rejoices for those 

which he has.”  —-Epicteus 

 

“O Lord that lends me life, Lend me a heart replete 

with thankfulness.”  —— William Shakespeare 

 

“Let us remember that, as much has been given 

us, much will be expected from us, and that true 

homage comes from the heart as well as from the 

lips, and shows itself in deeds.”  —- Theodore Roo-

sevelt 

On Thanksgiving Day, all over 

America, families sit down to 

dinner at the same moment—

halftime. 

       ~ Author Unknown 

Here is an idea if you know a chapter that 
needs help growing and doesn’t want to      

quit camping - 

 Form a Camping Partnership 
FROM  P A S  TIMES 

Chapters Combine Camping:  Polk About Sams and Trail 

Dusters will Camp As One 

A camping partnership has been formed between PAS 

and Trail Dusters and will take place during the 2017 

season.  This proposal was approved by the Polk About 

membership at the business meeting in Sutherlin.  A for-

mal Memorandum Of Agreement will be signed by the 

respective chapter Presidents and the Assistant Director 

within a week. 

The Trail Dusters have dwindled in size and will combine 

with PAS and adhere to our camping schedule for 2017.  

We plan to request their assistance as a co-host for 

some of our 2017 camping trips.  They have only been 

able to muster three rigs for their campouts and this will 

allow them to remain active, retain their charter and keep 

their chapter alive.  Please make them feel welcome and 

assist them during our 2017 events. 
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Here are some really great events happening in the next few months: 
 

February 23-26, 2017  Good Sam RV Super Show at Phoenix International Raceway in 

Phoenix, AZ - an inaugural event - for complete details & to register online, visit 

www.GoodSamRVShow.com or call tollfree 866-838-5299 - see page 10 

 

April  27-30, 2017 (arriving on April 27th) The Westerners Round-Up Regional Campout at 

Wapiti RV Park in Lincoln City. 

 

May 1-2, 2017 (arriving on April 30th)  Our Oregon Good Sam Spring Gathering at Wapiti 

RV Park in Lincoln City. This is a piggyback event with the Round-Up. 

 

May 18-21, 2017 (arriving on May 18th)  The Country Cuzzins Rondezvous Regional     

Campout at Eastern Oregon Trade & Event Center (EOTEC) in Hermiston. 

 

June 21-25, 2017 (arriving anytime between June 18th-20th)  Our yearly Oregon Good Sam 

RV Rally (Samboree) at Douglas County Fairgrounds in Roseburg. 

 

August 3-6, 2017 (arriving anytime between August 1st-3rd) The Wy-East Pow Wow Re-

gional at the Hood River Fairgrounds in Odell. 

 

August 7-8, 2017 (arriving on August 6th) Our OGS Fall Gathering (used to be called a mini

-rally) at Hood River Fairgrounds in Odell.  This is a piggyback event with the Pow Wow. 

 

MORE TO COME…..Mark Your Calendar Now! 

A  letter from Eileen and Richard Sanders…….. 
Karen, 

 Richard and I have talked it over and since we are out of town a lot and in-

volved with other clubs we feel we can’t put in the time that is required to do a good 

job for the Douglas County Good Sam District.  We hope you understand our position.  We will hold on to the posi-

tion of Assistant Director until you get a replacement. 

Eileen Sanders 

We voted to accept the Sander’s resignation letter at the Fall Gathering.  We understand their busy schedule.  We 

are excited to hear they will continue to work with the Roseburg Sams.  We expect to hear great things from that 

chapter. 

Dale and Dee Veenendaal have requested to bring the Roseburg and Coos Bay Chapters back under the Mid-

Valley Sams Region.  At this time we will drop the Umpqua Land title.   
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Thank you to everyone who helped Larry and I at the Fall Gathering in Odell. 

Thank you Wally Kundert and Tom Hansen for helping Larry serve the pancake and 

sausage breakfast 

Thank you Larry Wheeler for making the yummy cinnamon 

rolls. 

Thank you Rosemary Wheeler for facilitating the Presidents 

meeting and helping with the cinnamon rolls. 

Thank you John Davis for making the coffee. 

Thank you Alice Ferrell for taking the minutes. 

Thank you Joyce Davis for doing the registration. 

Thank you Terry Parman for being our chaplain. 

Thank you Larry Parman for running the sound sys-

tem. 

Thank you Larry Chartier for finding the fresh 

squeezed apple cider.   

Thank you Wally Kundart for picking up the chicken 

and potato salad.  Thank you everyone for bringing all the wonderful 

food we had to eat.   

Thank you Dee Veenendaal for taking pictures.  

Thank you Steve Rowland for sharing your heart with us. 

Thank you Connie and Howard Morrill for cleaning up after us. 

Thank you everyone for attending our first Fall Gathering in Odell.   

We had 24 RVs and 4 drive-ins attend.  We needed 15 presidents/representative 

to have a quorum; we had 19.  We had 4 or 5 first timers.   

Thank you, Tom and Robyn Hansen, for accepting the 

position of Assistant Director of Central Oregon. 
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Highlights from the 

fall gathering 
Our first Oregon Good Sam Club Fall Gathering, also known as one of our 

two required business meetings was held at Hood River County Fair-

grounds in Odell on October 6-8, 2016. 

1. We voted to discontinue the Brag Flag.  In the past the Brag Flag was awarded for participation in the games 

at the Samboree, including Senior Olympics, Field Games and Bean Bag Baseball.  These games will continue 

as always, as long as we have people to run them.  The problem we encountered had to do with adding points 

for all the other volunteer activities and keeping track of the percentages that allowed small chapters to win 

as well as the large.   

2.  The motion was passed to say “all cancellations to the Rally (Samboree) must be received by OGS 14 days pri-

or to the start of the Rally (shown as the Sunday before the Opening Ceremonies) to receive refunds.” By 

deadline date, the Rally planners must have meals, food, office products and other items ordered and paid 

for. Therefore it was essential that we make this change to not continue to lose needed funds.  It was unani-

mous. 

3. The treasurer’s report was read and accepted.  According to our OGS SOPs (#3) we were required to vote for 

our State Treasurer at our October meeting of the even numbered year.  We voted again to accept Joyce Burt 

as our State Treasurer.  It was unanimous. 

4. Ann Springer’s letter of resignation was tendered, received and accepted.   A motion was made, seconded 

and accepted unanimously to purchase a Vista Overlook Plaque at Dogs for the Deaf facility in Central Point, 

OR to honor Ann and her 45 years of service to Oregon Good Sam Club. 

5. A Secretary Team will be formed to help divide the duties that Ann Springer was doing by herself. 

 Marion Gilkey will be Manager of the Samboree Office. 

 At this time the Master Membership List is under the protection of Karen Wells, State Director. 

 A Recording Secretary will be appointed soon.  There are a few gals who are considering that position.  

During this meeting, the minutes were taken by Alice Ferrell and Joyce Davis.  Linda Smith is also thinking about 

it.   

6.  Other highlights included wonderful homemade cinnamon rolls made by Larry and Rosemary Wheeler, a fun 

game of Card Bingo, and a keynote speech by Steve Rowland, Publisher, who encouraged us to strive for growth 

and effective communications.  We still have so much more to learn and we continue to strive to make our organ-

ization better and better.  Please bear with me as I learn  to lead.  Thank you all for supporting OGS.   Karen 
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Karen’s Chat…. 

A couple of weeks ago Larry and I were driving down I-5 going to a Good Sam Klamath Kamper campout at Valley 

of the Rogue State Park when we came upon a road hazard.  A pickup pulling an utility trailer had pulled over to 

the side of the road ahead of us after having spilled some construction items onto the freeway.  Larry swerved to 

miss the large items in front of our left wheel but hit a canister with the right.  We didn’t notice any problem, con-

tinuing on our way to camp.  During the night it began raining. As we stepped out of the rig in the morning we 

were shocked to see our RV covered in purple.   

The Klamath Kampers came to our rescue with mops, rags, ladder and water.  We 

want to thank Clyde Burt and Don Smalley for helping 

us clean up the rig.  It took a lot of elbow grease. 

When we shot water on the under carriage we quickly 

saw the purple spreading over the parking pad; going 

down the dump drain.  Two hours later most of the pur-

ple was gone. 

Not sure what caused it; Larry’s 

guess is powdered concrete 

paint.  What do you think? 

It was Saturday, no one an-

swered when I tried to report it.  

On Monday I found this infor-

mation at the ODOT office in 

Salem.  I have a card for every 

Chapter but wanted to show 

you here.  If you come across 

any road hazard or roadside 

emergency please 

call them. 

You can call any 

of these num-

bers; they will 

transfer to the 

appropriate area. 
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CLASSIFIED ADS AND PERSONALS 

What are you doing April 20-22, 2017? 

Will you be in the vicinity of Hemet, California? 

If so, contact Karen at 503-910-2329 or 

     oregongoodsamfamily@gmail.com. 

She has a complimentary registration to give away 

for the 

Southern California Good Sam 2017 Rally Samboree 

“Salute the Veteran” 

ATTENTION: ALL VETERANS 

 

We are going to honor all our veterans  

At the rally/samboree june 21-25, 2017 

 

We are building a list of our Oregon 

Good Sam Veterans. 

I am asking all Chapter Secretaries to 

send me a list of the veterans in your 

chapter before the end of the year, 

please 

FOR SALE 

Newmar Ventana Motorhome 

2013 Diesel Pusher, 34’, 3 slides, under 8,000 miles 

Like new, asking $180,000, negotiable 

 

Roadmaster Tow Dolly 

2014, Model 3477, electric brakes,  

weighs under 575 lbs., asking $1,700, used only 

once 

 

Both are owned by Roger Walker, Klamath Kampers 

541-883-2339 

Reason for selling,……...illness. 

FOR SALE BY OREGON GOOD SAM 

 5x8 Wells Cargo Trailer   $1,600 

  

 8x16 Wilson tandem utility 

 flat bed trailer with frame  $1,850 

 

Contact Karen Wells at 503-910-2329 or email at 

oregongoodsamfamily@gmail.com 
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GOOD SAM RV PARKS IN OREGON 
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      It is time for you to send in your 2016 Chapter of the Year entry application and send 

it to oregongoodsamfamily@gmail.com or 3080 Jefferson-Scio Dr. SE, Jefferson, OR 97352.  I need 

to receive it by the end of November.    Turn the page for the instructions. 
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This form needs to be completed and returned.  Here 

is a set of guidelines to help you prepare your entry.  

We suggest that you include: 

1. Chapter name 

2. Location of the Chapter (city and state) 

3. Number of Chapter members 

4. How many participated in the project(s) 

5. Explanation of your project(s) 

6. What initiated this project(s) 

7. Goals of the project(s) 

8. What your Chapter did and dates of the project(s) 

9. Is the project(s) a continuing one and, if so, what 

are future plans and goals 

10. If funds were required for the project(s), how 

they were raised 

11. Try to include pictures of your chapter members 

WORKING ON YOUR PROJECT and any corre-

spondence pertaining to your project(s) - thank 

you notes, newspaper clippings, etc, remember 

your campouts and potlucks are not what is im-

portant for this entry—YOUR PROJECTS ARE! 

12. Make sure your entry is submitted to your State 

Director by end of November. 

13. Entry may include but is not limited to: scrap-

book, essay, PowerPoint, website and/or blog.  

The Good Sam Club Chapter of the Year award is 

the largest honor awarded to a Good Sam Club 

Chapter and arrangements will be made to pre-

sent the award to recipient at a Good Sam Club 

sponsored event.  Regional Chapter of the Year 

will receive $250 for their State Treasury.  The 

National Chapter of the Year will receive a banner 

and $1,000 for their State Treasury.  Every mem-

ber of the National Chapter of the Year will re-

ceive a ‘Chapter of the Year’ patch. 
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     Oregon Good Sam Club, State Director 

 Karen & Larry Wells  

 3080 Jefferson-Scio Dr SE, Jefferson, OR 97352-9424 

 503-910-2329  -   541-327-2469 

 oregongoodsamfamily@gmail.com 

Our Website  —  www.oregongoodsam.com     Our Email — oregongoodsamfamily@gmail. com 

Please send me a subscription to THE DRIFTER, the Oregon Good Sam Club newsletter: 

         New _________ Renewal __________ 

_______ Hard paper copy sent by Postal Service (11 issues) $10 for one year     $_________ 

_______ E-mail copy sent by E-Mail (11 issues)  Free      $_____0___ 

 Make check payable to:  Oregon Good Sam      Total $_________ 

 Name ___________________________________________________________ 

 Street Address ____________________________________________________ 

 City ________________________________ State ______ Zip _______-_______ 

 Phone ____________________ Cell _________________ Chapter ____________________________ 

 E-Mail ______________________________________________ Required for E-Drifter Subscription 

 MAIL THIS FORM AND CHECK TO:  Karen Wells, 3080 Jefferson-Scio Dr SE, Jefferson OR 97352-9424 

 _ _ _ _ DID YOU KNOW _ _ _ _  

*Oregon Good Sam has 42 Good Sam Chapters, divided into 9 regions.  Each region has an Assistant Direc-

tor who is available to help the Chapters with any needs they have.   

*All Good Sam members are encouraged to join a local Chapter for wholesome, increased outdoor fun, fel-

lowship, travel, touring places of interest, pot luck dinners and other interesting camping activities.  

*A Chapter is made up with a varying number of rigs, each determining its own membership size.  They 

camp together, play together and give support in times of need.  

HERE IS HOW YOU CAN GET A COPY OF THE DRIFTER 

If you don’t want to receive this Drifter, you can opt out by letting Karen know your decision. 


