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The Drifter
Where Good Sam Is, Good Things Happen!

Snow and Ice Storm
Photo taken by Bill Taylor
February 2021

Hello from your State Directors, Barb and Bill Taylor!
Wow! Do you all remember the snow and ice storm that happened last year around this time? The snow was
gorgeous, but the damage from the ice on our property and nearby roads was overwhelming. We were without
power for just over six days. It’s amazing how we all rely on modern conveniences like electricity and water and
take them for granted. We were cuddling up with blankets and, unable to use the electric pump for the well, had
to haul water in from a relative’s house in Clackamas just so that we could flush toilets and brush our teeth! We
always pondered what it would be like to live in the 1850’s here in Oregon … we’ve learned quickly that we never
would have survived! Can you just imagine a day without The Price Is Right, Dr. Phil, Jeopardy, Monday Night
Football and The Bachelor???
February has arrived, and that means that the Westerners Round-Up is just that much closer, and camping season
is about to begin! We encourage you and your chapter members to consider attending our state events this year.
Our committees are working hard to plan enjoyable rallies to keep you entertained and to give us the opportunity
to socialize once again and make new friends.

As a reminder, the Salem Spring RV Show is coming February 10th through 13th at the Oregon State Fairgrounds in Salem. For more information, and to download a discounted admission coupon, visit Westlake
Promotions at https://www.westlakepromo.com. Maybe we’ll see you there !!
Don’t forget your sweetheart on Valentine’s Day !! ♥
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UPCOMING 2022 EVENTS !!
Westerners Round Up Wapiti RV Park Lincoln City, OR April 28 – May 1, 2022
Spring Gathering State Meeting Wapiti RV Park May 1 – 2, 2022
Oregon Good Sam Samboree Polk County Fairgrounds Rickreall, OR June 16 – 19, 2022
Wy-East Pow-Wow Hood River County Fairgrounds Hood River, OR August 25 – 28, 2022
WATCH FOR DETAILS AND REGISTRATIONS IN UPCOMING ISSUES OF THE DRIFTER !!

DID YOU KNOW …
Beverage can tabs (aka pull tabs) are
worth money to our organization?
ALWAYS SAVE YOUR TABS !! We
recycled an empty ‘Costco Mixed Nuts’
plastic container at our house and cut
a small hole in the lid, like a piggy
bank, to keep them in. Turn them in
at the Samboree; they’ll be weighed,
and the chapter with the largest
quantity will win a $20 cash prize for
their treasury! The tabs will then be
taken to a metal recycler, and the
profit will be forwarded to our OGS
charity! $$$

Happy Valentine’s Day !!

♥THE VALENTINE S’MORE ♥
Peppermint Patty Candies
Roasted Marshmallows
Graham Crackers
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Do you visit National Parks often?
There are two Senior Passes available to United States citizens
or permanent residents 62 years of age and older: the
Lifetime Senior pass or the Annual Senior pass. The Passes
can be used at over 2000 federal recreation sites across the
nation, including National Parks, National Wildlife Refuges,
and many National Forest and other federal recreation lands.
Both Senior Pass types admit the Pass owner and any
passengers traveling with him/her in a single non-commercial
vehicle at per-vehicle fee areas or the Pass owner and three
additional adults where per-person fees are charged. Either
Senior Pass may also offer a discount on some expanded
amenity fees, such as camping. Discounts offered by the Pass
vary widely across the many different types of recreation
sites. Before purchasing a Pass, you should check with
recreation sites that you plan to visit to verify that the Pass
will be accepted. Anytime a Pass is used, photo identification
will be requested to verify Pass ownership.
If you apply for a Senior Pass at a federal recreation site you
do NOT need to fill out an application. When you arrive at the
recreation site, the officer selling the pass will verify your age
and that you are a U.S. citizen or permanent resident by
checking your identification. You will then be issued the Pass.
The Pass is eighty dollars ($80) for the lifetime pass and
twenty dollars ($20) for the annual pass, and if obtained in
person, there is no processing fee. Before making a trip to
obtain a Pass, be sure to contact the site to ensure that they
have passes available.
To obtain your pass online you will be required to complete
an online order form and upload an electronic version of your
photo identification. The cost of obtaining a Senior Pass online
is ninety dollars ($90) for the lifetime pass, and thirty dollars
($30) for the annual pass. This includes an additional ten
dollars ($10) for processing the application. Go to
https://store.usgs.gov for more information and to place your
order.
Entrance fees vary at all National Parks but can run as much
as $35 per vehicle. We have traveled to Yellowstone (3 times),
Grand Tetons, Yosemite, and the Grand Canyon in the last ten
years, and if we’d paid $35 each trip, our $80 Senior Lifetime
Pass has already paid for itself !!
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FOR FIRST TIME RV BUYERS

TAYLOR’S TIPS

In the beginning, we all forget a step
upon departure, and a mishap has
occurred. Make yourself a
“Departure Checklist” (or find one on
the internet). For our RV, Bill is in
charge of the outside, and Barb is in
charge of the inside. A good start to
an inside checklist should include:

Hiding valuables in your RV might be
necessary; however, you should try to keep as
much at home, if possible. Although break-ins
are rare, they do occur when you’re away from
your RV. You have insurance, but sentimental
items, excessive cash, or important documents
you need with you, such as passports, are hard
to replace. Here are a few hiding places that
are in plain sight and will most likely be
overlooked by a thief:

1. Turn off the water heater, water
pump, propane and the furnace.
2. Close and lock all windows and
vents.
3. Secure anything that could fall
and break, or make a big mess (table
décor, kitchen counter items, plants,
photo frames, etc.)
4. Close the awning and the slideouts, and secure.
5. If applicable, bring the tv antenna
down and the leg stabilizers up.
6. Stabilize refrigerator contents with
spring-loaded extender bars.

1. Place a toilet paper roll inside a jar w/lid, hide
your items inside of the roll, and surround the
roll with rice, dry beans, small candies or even
something decorative.
2. Paint the inside of an empty mayonnaise jar
w/lid ‘white’ to look authentic, hide your items
inside of it, and place it in your pantry or
refrigerator (as long as items can tolerate the
cold).
3. Create a hidden compartment under a small
plant.
4. Inside the toilet paper spring bar is a great
place to stash cash.

7. Latch the shower door.

5. Important papers or passports can be
hidden in empty (or the bottom of semiempty), cereal boxes in your RV pantry.

8. Secure pantry contents and upper
cabinet items.

6. The hollow space in a wood photo frame is
a great secret place.

9. Remove the last of your trash.

7. If you’re a handyman, get creative! Toekick? Vents? Secret bottom in a closet?

10. Literally walk from one end to
the other like an airline stewardess,
checking for unruly troublemakers!

8. If you use an actual safe, bolt it to the floor.
A small safe can easily be carried off.
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RAINY DAY ACTIVITY FOR YOUNGER GRANDCHILDREN
Our eight-year-old granddaughter is fascinated with dinosaurs! We purchased a scrapbook
paper storage box at a craft store, filled it with kinetic* sand, and totally buried several small
plastic dinosaurs for an “archeological dig” (dinosaur sets can be found at the Dollar Store,
Amazon, or craft stores). We leave her “Dinosaur Dig” at our house, and it is among other toys
kept here for when she visits. She has had more fun with this play set, and we completed it with
a small book about dinosaurs so that she can learn about each one and how to pronounce their
names. (She loves for us to bury her dinosaurs over and over while she hides her eyes!).
* Kinetic sand is moldable, non-toxic, hypoallergenic, and won’t harden or dry out.
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~ CHAPTER NEWS ~
Chapter Camping or Activities for 2022
The Spruce Runners have outings planned for:
Silver Cove RV Park in Silver Lake, WA
Memaloose State Park in Mosier, OR
Casey’s RV Park in Westfir, OR
Richardson RV Park in Junction City, OR

CHAPTER ANNIVERSARIES
Oops!
January anniversaries missed:
Clackamas Campers – 32 years
Travel Nuts – 25 years

The 79ers have an outing planned for:
Portland-Woodburn RV Park in Woodburn, OR
The Travel Nuts have outings planned for:
Casey’s RV Park in Westfir, OR

Heceta Beach RV Park in Florence, OR
The Cascade Sams have luncheons planned for February
and March

February anniversaries:

There are none this month
The Layover Sams have an outing planned for:
Winchester Bay RV Resort in Winchester Bay, Oregon
Thank you to the chapters that are forwarding their monthly chapter newsletters to
us! We really enjoy reading them and appreciate the effort you’re making to keep in
contact with your members and to keep them informed. We see the campouts you’re
planning, and the get-together luncheons you arrange. Great ideas! If your chapter
does not publish a newsletter for your members, I would highly encourage you to do
it, and send us a copy each month! It doesn’t need to be lengthy. Your members will
love it !!

HOORAY FOR NEW MEMBERS !!
Steve Moist (79ers) is recovering from open
heart surgery. We sincerely hope he gets
stronger each day and back to camping
soon!
Jim Bird (79ers) will be having back
surgery later this month. We send our best
wishes for a successful outcome to alleviate
his leg pain.

If you’d like your chapters’ special events mentioned here,
please drop us a line! oregongoodsamdirector@outlook.com

TRAVEL NUTS AND
OGS WELCOMES

Kevin & Denise Tupper
* Chuckle of the month *
I decided to stop calling the bathroom
“John” and renamed it the “Jim”.
I feel so much better saying I went to
the Jim this morning !!
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Meet “The Westerners”
Assistant Directors,

Bob and Judy Simons !!
If you’ve ever attended the Round-Up near Lincoln
City, you’ve seen Bob and Judy hard at work! They
have been involved in the planning and organizing of
this Oregon Good Sam event for several years and
are crucial to our organization. In the past, you could
always find Judy in the kitchen and Bob emceeing our
event. Although they have never taken on the
responsibility of being a State Director, they have
volunteered for years in their current position as
“AD’s”, which is SO appreciated and so needed to
maintain communication with our chapters. Bob and
Judy are a very special couple and special friends to
so many!
Bob and Judy belong to the Bridgetown Campers chapter. Before retiring, Bob was a steamfitter
and Judy was a Cardiac Tech. Who knew? Their RV of choice is a Denali Travel Trailer, and they
have been members of Oregon Good Sam for 20+ years!
Bob and Judy’s favorite places to camp are Wapiti in Lincoln City, Casey’s Riverside RV Park near
Oakridge, and Tucannon River in Washington. They also really enjoy traveling with others, finding
new places to explore and especially checking out the local history of those places. They are
active attendees of Oregon Good Sam activities.
When they’re not out camping, Bob’s hobbies include woodworking, reading, writing, and
maintaining his beautiful yard. Judy also likes to help out with the gardening, and her other
hobbies include sewing, reading and travel.
Bob’s favorite holiday is Thanksgiving. Perhaps it’s the food … perhaps it’s the football? On the
flip side, Judy’s favorite holiday is Christmas. She obviously is on Santa’s “Nice List” because who
doesn’t love Judy? 😊
Bob and Judy have two children, and one grandchild. They have no great-grandchildren.

WE ♥
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Great suggestion for spice
storage! Rather than packing
eight or more of your favorite
spices, purchase small bead
containers at a craft store, label
with spice names, and fill
containers. Just remember to
take them in during the winter
months, as the spices will harden
due to moisture in your RV. This
saves a lot of space in a pantry!
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~ MEMORIAL NOTIFICATION FORM ~

NAME OF DECEASED: _____________________________________________________________________
SPOUSE: ________________________________________________________________________________
CHAPTER: _______________________________________________________________________________
DATE OF BIRTH (if known): _________________________________________________________________
DATE OF DEATH: _________________________________________________________________________

* We welcome a solo photo of the deceased and a short obituary for The Drifter

SEND FORM TO: DEE VEENENDAAL, OREGON GOOD SAM
38452 JASPER-LOWELL RD., FALL CREEK, OR 97438 541-913-6994
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………….……
~ NEW CHAPTER MEMBER FORM ~

CHAPTER: _______________________________________________________________________________
NEW MEMBER NAME(S): ___________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________________
CITY: __________________________________________ STATE ___________ ZIP CODE: _____________
HOME PHONE: _____________________________ CELL: ________________________________________
GOOD SAM MEMBERSHIP NUMBER: __________________________________________________________
REFERRED TO CHAPTER BY: ________________________________________________________________
SEND FORM TO: DEE VEENENDAAL, OREGON GOOD SAM
38452 JASPER-LOWELL RD., FALL CREEK, OR 97438 541-913-6994
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If you would like an annual subscription of The Drifter sent to you via US Postal Service,
please enclose a check for $25 payable to:
Oregon Good Sam
c/o Barbara Taylor
19319 SE Hwy 224
Damascus, OR 97089
(503) 810-7585
Please include the following information:
Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________________________________________
State: ___________________________________________ Zip Code: _________________
Phone: ______________________________________________________________________
Chapter: _____________________________________________________________________
If you would like to receive The Drifter via email, please contact your chapter president or
secretary if they are not already forwarding it to you.
You may also access The Drifter via the Oregon Good Sam web site.
Oregon Good Sam Website: www.oregongoodsam.org
Our Email: oregongoodsamdirector@outlook.com
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If there is anything your chapter would like to include in
The Drifter, our cut-off day each month is the 25th.
Articles/news/pictures received after this date will be included
in the following month’s newsletter. Thank you !!

